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Meeting Minutes: Local School Council Regular Meeting 

Meeting Details: 6:30 PM on December 17, 2020, Via Zoom (Recorded) Meeting 
Following are the meeting minutes. Original posted Meeting Agenda items are listed with the meeting minutes noted directly below.

1. Call Meeting to Order

Emily Haite called the December 17, 2020 meeting to order at 6:33 pm.

2. Roll Call / Establish Quorum (7 minimum)

Present:  William Cashman, Maureen George, Katharine Gomez, Emily Haite, Daniel Law, Anne Lokken, Patricia O’Keefe Ana Scales, Laura Symons, Brian Tennison (Principal), Dannixa Velez and Benjamin Wong 
Absent: Matthew Beaudet
QUORUM ESTABLISHED


3. Approve Agenda

Motion: Approve Agenda for the December 17, 2020 Lane LSC meeting, with a motion to move Resolutions prior to Public Participation.
By: Emily Haite
Second: Brian Tennison
Vote: Unanimous, all in favor 
Result: Motion Passes 

4. Approve Old Minutes

Motion: To approve meeting Minutes from November 17, 2020.
By: Emily Haite
Second: Anne Lokken
Vote: Unanimous, all in favor
Result: Motion passes

5. Public Participation (2 minutes each)
[If you want to submit a question or statement before meeting (HIGHLY SUGGESTED) please email emilylanelsc@gmail.com Subject line Lane November LSC. Chat will be off, but we will have the “raise your hand” option.]

None


6. Resolutions:
Resolution Honorary to Mathew Beaudet, outgoing Parent LSC member
Honorary to William Cashman, outgoing Student Rep. 

A Resolution of the Lane Tech High School Local School Council
Honoring Our Outgoing LSC Members
Mr. Matthew Beaudet and Mr. William Cashman

Whereas, Lane Tech is blessed to have the most dedicated faculty, staff,
students, parents and community members;
Whereas, Lane Tech parent Mr. Matthew Beaudet and student Mr. William Cashman have each volunteered their time and talents serving the Lane Tech
community as members of the Local School Council;
Whereas, through said service each have left their unique mark on thousands
of Lane Tech students and families; and
Whereas, each embodies the words of Barack Obama that “The best way to not feel hopeless is to get up and do something. Don’t wait for good things to happen to you. If you go out and make some good things happen, you will fill the world with hope, you will fill yourself with hope.”; now therefore,
BE IT RESOLVED, That we, the Lane Tech High School Local School Council, on behalf of the Lane Tech community, do hereby recognize, commend and above all thank Mr. Beaudet and Mr. Cashman for their years of service and dedication to the Lane Tech students and families, and wish them all the best in their future endeavours.

7. Reports

a. Principal - See Principal State of the School in New Business
b. PPLC - Katie Gomez 
Continued with Grading for Equity with the greater LT staff. Patricia O’Keefe wanted to know if the staff had the discussion to address the “0” for student grade and how to approach this. Some teachers got rid of the zeros and will work on a plan for grading equally and fairly. The discussion is ongoing, acknowledging climate perspectives and accountability.
c. Symbol Renaming Committee - Maureen George
The committee with Mr. Talles discussed defining what the symbol means and its history to Lane Tech. The targeted date to send a survey right after finals and our final committee choice by graduation. A video collaborated with Ms. Weiner, Mr.Tennison and Mr. Ara document the historic effort. 
Michelle Weiner added it is important that, “as part of this historic effort is to make sure when the surveys go out to the public that people who are responding are informed and have some criteria and are making an educated decision to a suggestion. That’s what the historic stuff is about.”
d. Friends of Lane -  Anne Stockton
Annual Appeal doing extremely well - we are at 88% of where we need to be, but would like corporate matching. Volunteers for grant writing would be appreciated. Friday is teachers appreciation day. We have gifts to give them. Virtual Comedy Night is January 9th at 7:30pm. Emily Haite: The school store is open if you are needing a gift.
e. Alumni Association - Michelle Weiner
The Teacher Grant cycle is complete. 13K grant to 17 faculty members. Garnered racing shirts, editing software for the drama department and materials for creation labs. Snowbank initiative garnered donations (300) of coats, hats, gloves. Partnered with Target and Amazon. The 50th anniversary Women’s to Lane is next September. Found some of the original male students who marched downtown to protest. Navigated through CPS sports and legal for the naming of the field at Lane Tech Stadium. Collecting affirmations, documents and materials from all of the stakeholders and the community to get Janice Jackson’s approval and begin a design for fundraiser. Hope to launch in February and be completed by Homecoming. Planning for the 2021 Scholarship Program. 

8. New Business

a. Principal State of the School - See attached link 
Final State of the LT School


b. Stadium Field Name Change - Michelle Weiner:

The LSC has received a proposal package outlining:
· The history and accomplishments of Frederick “Fritz” Pollard from the Class of 1912, including his trailblazing racial equity work through professional sports and business
· The proposed naming of the field within Lane Stadium to honor Pollard
· The assurance that the LTAA will assume responsibility for administrative functions including design, funding, fabrication, installation and dedication with the appropriate School and Network departments and groups
· While a field naming does not require the level of policy compliance that a building or a school would command, the LTAA respectfully asks that the Lane Tech LSC move to formally support the Fritz Pollard Field Naming Project, and provide the appropriate affirming documentation for the final proposal to CPS.
(See Addendum below - vote)

c. Check Approvals Jill Woods - none
d. Fundraiser approvals - none
e. Election Certification - Brian Tennison. There was a paper error from the certification judge. Next month Mr. Tennison will formally sign the elected parents and community reps.

Danixa Velez verbally named the results. They are as follow with total votes:
Parents:
Benjamin Wong - 328
Emily Haite - 286
Laura Symons - 236
Anne Lokken - 206
Patricia O’keefe - 179
Catherine Ashlaw Doherty - 177
Community Rep.
Ana Borja-Scales - 251
Maureen George - 166

Motion: To accept the election result as read by Danixa Valez.
By: Brian Tennison
Second: Benjamin Wong
Vote: Unanimous
Result: Motion Passes

f. SEHS letter proposal - See attached letter.
Careful considerations regarding this letter because CPS might disagree with the Myrtle and Gold asynchronous time regarding ‘attended’ block time. Katie Gomez said that teachers benefited from this because they were able to connect with students needing to work with teachers. Patricia O’Keefe said students found that it reduced stress and enabled them to connect with their teachers. Anne Lokken would be on board with this letter if the teachers are supportive. A structured roll call by the LSC could wait. Emily Haite agreed and the LSC will discuss it next month and put it into Old Business.

9. Old Business

None 

10. Announcements

Brian Tennison: Annual Virtual Assembly is Friday December 18, 2020.

Organizational Meeting is January 21, 2021 at 6:15pm followed by Regular LSC meeting at 6:30pm.

11. Adjournment

Motion: Adjourn at 7:50 pm
By: Emily Haite
Second: Maureen George
Vote: Unanimous
Result: Motion Passes

Respectfully Submitted,
Ana Scales
LSC Secretary

FOIA: Zoom recording of this meeting available upon request.


SEHS Letter Proposal

Dear Dr. Jackson, Chief McDade, etc.

On behalf of the Whitney Young High School Local School Council, we are writing to ask CPS to reconsider remote learning guidelines until we are able to return to in-person instruction.We are strong advocates for rigorous academic instruction, however, it is becoming increasingly clear that having students online for most, if not all, of the day is not the best learning environment. In fact, it is detrimental to students’ mental and physical health with increased reports of anxiety, depression, disengagement, isolation, headaches and eye strain.With the recent announcement that high schools will not return to in-person instruction after February 1, we believe we should have more flexibility with our schedule and the amount of required time online.We believe there are creative ways to engage students, while continuing to providing an academically rigorous education with opportunities that don’t include looking at a computer screen from 8 am-3:15 pm every day. For example, working with our students, teachers and administration collaboratively, we would like to consider the following:-A change in current requirement of 80% synchronous learning to 60-70% synchronous -Flexibility in our bell schedule and the required minutes for lunch and instruction-Flexibility to include time for mental health breaks, tutoring, social interaction, club meetings, opportunities to go outside, and creative ways to find joy in learning remotely-Starting school later (at 9 a.m.) which is recommended by the American Academy of Pediatrics to improve students’ health, academic performance and quality of lifeAs a Blue Ribbon School that prides itself on academic excellence, we will not let our students fall behind. Unfortunately, the current remote environment with no end in sight is having a harmful effect on their learning experience and we believe we need to take action now in students’ best interest.

Thank you.Whitney Young Local School Council


ADDENDUM VOTE:

Lane Tech LSC Formal Support the Fritz Pollard Field Naming Project

LSC Virtual Vote/ December 18, 2020
The vote was conducted via email bcc to council members.

Emily Haite:
We did a resolution in November, not an actual vote.  We have permission to do a virtual vote now.  Please respond with a Yes, No or abstain.  Thank you.  After this, I will send out a letter for you to look at before I send it on to Michelle.

The LSC has received a proposal package outlining:
.  	The history and accomplishments of Frederick “Fritz” Pollard from the Class of 1912, including his trailblazing racial equity work through professional sports and business
·   	The proposed naming of the field within Lane Stadium to honor Pollard
·   	The assurance that the LTAA will assume responsibility for administrative functions including design, funding, fabrication, installation and dedication with the appropriate School and Network departments and groups
While a field naming does not require the level of policy compliance that a building or a school would command, the LTAA respectfully asks that the Lane Tech LSC move to formally support the Fritz Pollard Field Naming Project, and provide the appropriate affirming documentation for the final proposal to CPS.

Motion: Emily Haite, Respond Yes, No, Abstained to the Lane Tech LSC Formal Support the Fritz Pollard Field Naming Project
Vote: Unanimous
Abstained:
Result: Motion Passed
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